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IMPORTANCE AND INFLUENCE OF FEMALE 
CHARACTER. 


Extract from a Sermon by Rev. W. Skinner. \ 


We place for the first article in the present number of 
the Universalist an extract froina Serinon by Br. Warren 
Skinner on the © Importance and Influence of the Female | 
Character.” We would gladly have inserted the whole, 
but could not 'on account of our limits. "This admirable 
discourse was Originally published in the first number, 
third volume of the Christian Preacher, an invaluable 
work edited and owned by Br. W. A. Drew of Augusta, 
Me. We have rarely read a sermon with equal, and never 
with greater interest and pleasure, than the one from 
which our present selection is made. On its first perusal, 
we resolved upon laying liberal extracts from it before our | 
readers. 

We make nv apology for the place we have assigned it 
in the paper. None is required. We wished it to occupy 
the most conspicious ition. No other is zvitable, for 
its value can be oatlod by no original production. * The 
snbject of the discourse is one of immeasurable importance, 
not to females only, but to every member of the community ; 
the style, as it 8hould be, is plain, chaste, picuous 
and energetic, aud the arrangement of particulars s0 nat- 
ural and judicious as to rivet the attention, and increase the 


interest of the reader as he proceeds through its pages. In 
every part of jt the hand'of a master is visible. It can- 
not fail to contribute largely to the security a of 
all who consult it and give heed to its instru and 


counsels, nor to awaken in the heart of the reader senti- 


ments of the purest gratitude towards the author, and to | 


enrol his name among those of the benefactors of mankind. | 
A copy of this 8ecmon whould be in e family in our 
country. We recommend to all into whose hands our 
extracts may fall, to avail themgelves of the earli 


every moth 


alas y | to procure the itelf. © Let 
er and daughter puruse and re-peruse/ it 3 let every father 
and 80n make himself familiar with its contents. =D. 


That we may be able, in 8ome good degree, to 
estimate the importance of the female character, 
and the influence it is capable of exerting on the 
morals and best interests of society, we shall con- 
s1der this character 'and influence as they exist, 
and are capable of being exerted, in the different 
relations which females 8ustain in active and 80- 
cual life. | 

I. As the relations of daughter and sister are 
the first-which females sustain in life; as their ear- 
liest ideas are intimately as880ciated with these ; 
and as it is during the period when these are the 
only near and important relationships existing be- 


tween them and others, that characters are gen- | 


erally formed, which continue, with greater or 
less 8hades of b h li Ris will 


and 
which they are exempt. It is also far more diffi- 


vails among females of your age, and in your con- 
dition 1n lite, that as the sphere of your actions is 
limited by narrow boWids, 1t can be: little 
consequence to others, and especially to commu- 
nity at large, what characters you ' 8ustain, and 
what course of conduct, if It be not actually crim- 
inal, you pursue ; but this impreasion 1s as erro- 
neous as It is deleterious in its influence. This 
will be fully manifest by considering a few partic- 
ulars. And,— 


I. Much of the happiness of parents depends - 
on the-character and conduct of their children. 
Such is the nature of parental affection that it is 


impossible for parents to avoid feeling the stfong- 
est 8olicitude for the respectability and happiness. 
of their offspring. For this they labor most ear- 
nestly and incessantly. To secure this first and 
great object of their heart's desire, no toils are 
too 8evere, no s8acrifices are too great. And when 
they can see their exertions crowned with 8nc- 
cess, when they can behold their children faith- 
fully filling their 8tations, performing their appro- 
priate duties in life, beloved by their relatives, re- 
gpected by all their acquaintances, the dearest 
wishes of their souls are Fratified ; and they en- 
joy a happiness of the highest, purest kind. On 
the other hand, if we look into those families 
where children, disregarding the faithful and aff- 
ectionate admonitions of their parents, rush for- 
ward in the rhad career of vice and folly, regard- 
less of their own characters, and the consequences 
of their conduct, we shall discover wretchedness 
and misery in their most aggravated forms—the 
fondest earthly hopes of affectionate parents for- 
ever blasted ; the intercourse between brothers 
and 8isters, which should be ever regulated by a 
virtuous fraternal affection, productive of nothing 
but strife and consequent unhappiness; and young 
people, who, by a different course of conduct, 
might have become bright ornaments of gociety, 
casting by their vices and recklesness of charac- 
ter, a Stigma on community at large. These re- 
marks are applicable to youth in general, and of 
both s8exes; but there are 8ome consgiderations 
which seem to render their application to females 
peculiarly appropriate. We may therefore, ob- 
8erve 

2.Four situation is, in 8ome respects, materi- 
ally different from that of young men. You are 
destitute of some privileges which they enjoy 3 

ou are exposed to 8ome temptations 


cult for you than for males to wipe out a stain, 
it _ it a Loot 6N your characters. The 
worl u e principle may ax unnatu- 
ral ai weep. is far more tiepozed to forget and 
ardon an aberration fromthe path of virtue, and 
the performance of criminal actions in men, than 
in women ; and beside, men, by a 
by movi 
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deviating propriety—as their course of genera! 
conduct 18 more ©congpicuous to the world; they 
may, in m, 

lost. B 


She ets like 8tars that fall to rise no more.” 

And when ghis is the eace, When parents are com- 
elled to look on a beloved, Wd once virtuous and 
ovely daughter, the pride of their fond hearts, 

and.the hope of their future years, now 8unk in 

vice and irretriveable ruin, degraded in their own 
estimation, and despised by her former friends 
and associates; when a brother cannot be per- 
mitted to MtroCuce a sister, formed by mature to 
oruament 8ociety, into the circles where he visits; 

O, how 

great, also, the positive misery endured! 'Fhe 

charnis 


at the 8um of happiness lost! and how 


of society and the common blessings of 


life, to these afflicted friends, 'are almost worth- 
less; and to the*degraded individual, the grave 
presents the only refuge from disgrace. 

3. But it is not to yourselves, your parents, and 
the members of your own families alone, that im- 
portance attaches to your characters. u are 
eapable of exerting an influence_which 8hall be 
felt throughout the whole community ; and the 
effects of which may be visible in years, and even 
ages yet to come. Although the proposition, at 
first view, may appear unwarrantable, yet I am 
fully persnaded it is in your power to do much to- 
wards checking the progress of vice and immor- 
ality in our country ; and even that you can exert 


an influence over the characters and couduct of 


oung men in general, which shall be of a most 
important and salutary nature. And if this be the 


fact, you cannot be insensible of the necessity of 


pursuing that course of conduct which will secure 


you from degradation; or of the importance of 
striving for those accomplishments, not only of 


your persons, but of your minds, which will con- 
ter on you that eminence of character you are ca- 
pable of attaining, and enable you to exert that 
moral influence on community which shall re- 
dound to your honor, and be promotive of the 
-general good. Let me, then, hope that I shall 
receive your attention, while I endeavor to point 
out that course which, in my estimation, will tend 
to ensure the accomplishment of these great and 
desirable ends. 

As the happiness arising from the innocent as- 
Sociation of young persons, of different sexes, 
with each other, is amongst the highest Qjoy- 
ments of life, your £ociety will be naturally sought 
by Jun men; and should you firmly resolve, 
and abide by your resolution, to associate with 
none but the virtuous, you would, by such a 
course, not only discourage vice, but you would 
hold'out the strongest inducements to your youth- 


ful admirers to engage them in the practice of 


virtue, and to use every exertion in 
to render themselves worthy of your confidence 
and esteem, How important 1s 1t then, that you 
banish the vicious andiimmoral from your company ; 
that-you let them know, by a determined and un- 
varying course of conduet, that the-only passport 
to your. favor, is virtue; and that you will ever 
spurn the unworthy from your presence. It is at 


ir power 
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for if he will not reform himself to 
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6. Y 5 F ; ' 
are moat important conpahel ng in 
Woe rw. hich will 
re and happiness through your 
xistence. How cautions, there- 


fore, 8houl , and how maturely 8hould you 


| weigh the consequences of yielding your particu- 


lar triendship to any young man ; and how closely 


4should you 8crutinize the character and conduct 


of any one who should proffer to you his particu- 
lar attentions. As you are liable, from your in- 
experience and the natural warmth and beneyo- 
lence of your feelings, to bestow your friendship, 
and even your affections on the unworthy, I deem 
it not improper to point out some particular char- 
acters, against which it 1s necessary to guard 
yourselves with the utmost vigilance; 

Among those who 8hould be carefully avoided 
by M young females, there are perhaps, none 
worthy of more unmingled contempt than the in- 
temperate. - Habits formed in ame in- 
veterate in manhood, and are 8eldom abandoned; 
and experience teaches us that a young man who 
contracts a - fondness for strong drink, generally 
becomes,-in maturer years, a confirmed and aban- 
doned drunkard. And what happiness, permit 
me to ask, can you expect with such a man? 
Should you yield-him_ your affections, you must 
expect that those affections, however pure and ar- 
dent they may be, will be ultimately despised and 
trampled in the dust ; for this one master passion 
will absorb all others; and there is no sacrifice 
too great for the drunkard to make to satisfy his 
beastly propensity.. Look at that bloated, loath- 
80me monster in human shape, * whose mouth 
is full of cursing and bitterness,” who, walks with 
a feeble, staggering . step, or wallows in the filth 
of the 8treets, dragging out a miserable existence 
of no value to himself or his fellow ereatures. 
Once he was respected and happy in life; once 
he enjoyed the 8ociety and friendship of the virtu- 
ous and the good; once he was the delight of aff- 
ectionaQ{parents, and the hope of their _—_— 
years ; 'and once, too, he was blessed with the aff- 
ections of a virtuous and lovely wife, and listened 
to the endearing name of father, from the lips of 
happy children. But what is he now? Go to 
his once 'comfortable and cheerful home ; witness 
the tears of anguish rolling down the cheeks of 
his worse than widowed Mypanion : ask her the 
cause of her nnspeakable grief, and, if she has the 
power of utterance, she will tell you * my hus- 
band, he to whom I 8urrendered my yoyng heart, 
and with whom I entrusted the happiness of my 
future life, my HUSBAND 18 A DRUNKARD? Hear 
the heart-piercing cries of his hapless children, 
for one morsel of bread, or for a garment, however 
poor, to shelter them from the biting cold of win- 
ter; what is the cause of this misery, and thesc 
hopeless cries ?—THEIR FATHER 1S A DRUNKARD ! 
And will you trust your reputation, your dearest 
earthly interests, the happiness of your ſuture 
lives, with one whom you 8ee walking in the 
drunkard's path? O, pause and reflect Refors it 
is too late, before your affection, or even, your 
friendship, is bestowed on a miscreant 80 totally 
unworthy of your regard. Indulge uot the flatter- 
Ing, but fallacious hope, that it will be possible for 
you to effect the reformation'of 8nch a man after 
you $hall have'surrendered yourself to.his power ; 
0 your fa- 
vor, you-ean have no rao] hope zFhe will do 
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it your #ak® when hs knows your. affections 
are his own. * No; let him abandom nicious 
habit before you adinit him to your Wociety ; and 
there is every reason to belie if with one 
accord, you would shun the of the in- 
temperats, and regolutely banish them from your 
80ciety, 8uch a course would do much towards 
checking the progress of this alarming evil in our 
country. G ' 

The gambler, although in our country, not £0 
common a character as the drunkard, 1s, 'neverthe- 
less, one against whom it is your duty %o guard 
with the utmost vigilance. Whenever an indi- 
rides) OE fondness for this, in some'coun-, 
tries, and'T regret to..say, in some* parts of* our 
own, /ackionable vice, hg generally loses all relish 
for virtue, and all r« tor” moral -honesty ;,and 
does not, in the least, "hesitate to deprivexhis 
neighbor, and even*his intimate friend, of this 
property without making the least return. Nor is 
| this all; his heart 800n becomes callous to all re- 
fined and generous feelings, he loses, by degrees, 
all regard for the estgem -of the virtuous and the 
good; his home possesses few or no attractions, 
the 8ociety of his wife and children becomes unin- 
teresting and dull, and is finally exchanged *for 
that of individuals as abandoned - as .himself. 
When you refleet on the condition of the many 
once prosperous | and happy families, ._reduced 
from affluence and plenty to desolation and want 
by this pernicious vice, -you can need no further 
evidence to convince you that the wretch, who 
will risk his "own qvelfars, and the comfort and 
happiness of awith wham he is connected in 
life, on the fate ofa card 'or a die, 1s totally un- 
worthy of your confidence and "egteem; nor any 
further admonition to guard you against trusting 
the happiness of your lives in such worthless 
hands. Nor can you, with the least propriety, or 
8afety to your repntations, become the associates, 
or intimate friends of 8uch abandoned profligates : 
and if you_wonld k Yee yourselves: with 
them for life, what reaFon can be given' for ass0- 
cating with them, in youth ? 

Neither ' can -you "expect, with reagon, much 
true happiness in the 80ciety of the liar, the pro- 
fane gwearer, or the scoffer at religion. A man 
who is 80 far lost to @ 8enge of what belongs to 
his duty to God'and te gociety, as to disregard the 
Divine commands; to indulge himself in ſalsehood, 
to the injury of his fellow-beings; to profane the 
great and holy name of that all-wise and benefi- 
cent Being from whom he has received existence 
and all the blessings of life ; to ridicule that reli- 
g1on which imparts to us our highest happiness 
and our dearest hopes, and to disregard its sacred 

rinciples, is neither capable of refined enjoyment 

Imself, nor of imparting it to those with whom he 
asSoc:ates in life. An allegation of either of these 
crimes, for crimes they surely are, against your- 
8elves, would be justly considered an impeach- 
ment of your characters; and can you, with pro- 
priety, countenance such conduct by a familiar 
intercourse with 8uch as are habitually guilty ? 


. 


PR 


Let me entreat you, then, to assert the true dig- 
_y © your characters, by eng _n rg nad 

ons Irom your company, an A to them, 
abandon all Sack vio C ay and. ainfud habits before 
you 8eek our fayor. And depend upon it, a deter- 
ers VEranc: in 8uch a courss will produce 
a mostWlutary efiects. 


4 
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But what hall I s&y—ckat can Lsay—of the 
vile calumniator of female reputation, and the 
base 8educer of female innocence ?. | 
too * to express the unming 
and Station-1in which 8uch « 

e teld by every virtuous mind. ' 
innocence trembles, humanity shudders, and com- 
mon guilt stands oppaileg, in yiew of. the desola- 
tions caused by these worse than zavage=mon- 
ters. ' To the villaigous 'arts and intrigues "of 
these upprinciplel wiiiches, who riot the spolt- 
ation of virtue, the ruin of innocence, the destruc- 
tion of happiness, and Weprostration of the brigh- 
test hopes, you, my dear'young friends, may be 
exposed. And O!:that'an admonition from hea- 
ven, and a warning voice from the scenes- of un- 
| speakable wretchedness which they haye cauged,” 
might continually sound in your ears, and effect- 

ual ! guard you against their insidious wiles and 

fatalggnares. By the general, and long establish- 
ed nila of community, a female, who has deviated 
from the path of virtue, although she may have 
fallen &@ victim to the most consummate art and 
studied villany, and although she may be young 
and unsuspecting, forfeits her claim to respecta- 
bility, and to the esteem of her former as8ociates 
in life ; and yet, her base seducer, who is ten-fold 
more criminal than herself, is often welcumed to 
the 8ociety of even virtuous and refined females. 
This principle is radically wrong, and the practice 
growing from it, one which should never be coun- 
tenanced ; for, how can it be rationally expected 
that the libertine will be reformed, while he feels 
Sure that his wickedness will ' not, deprive him" of 
the respect and esteem of the most respectable 
portion -of female community ? - If your charac- 

ters are degraded by associating with fallen fe- 
males, can they be less degraded by the gociety 
of those abandoned wretches who have caused 
their ruin? ” And I would further ask, what se- 
curity can you have, if you admit these unprinci- 
pled spoilers to your confidence and esteem, that 
your own innocence and peace may not fall a prey 
to their 8kill and hypocrisy ? While you feel a de- 
oree of honest and virtuous aversion towards those 
hapless individuals of your own 8ex, who have 
forfeited their claims to your perfect esteem, your 
aversion should ever be mingled with compassion 
and kindness ; and it becomes you to do all im 
your power to mitigate their 8u cringe, and to re- 
store them to the love and practice of vitrue. But 
towards their vile s8educers and unprineipled cal- 
umniators, your ayersion should ”eyer be unmingl- 
ed'with any tender emotion ; and you should 8h 
them as you would the wasting pestilence, or the 

deadly BRor. Their friendship 1s disgrace ; their 

pretended affection is ruin ; and their corrupt em- 

brace is certein death to your peace and happt- 

ness ingife.” 9 | 


inupsTr&TIONSs OF SCRIPTURE—No, 18 


parible of the prodigal 8on, which ma 
Ye 15th chapter of St. Luke's goope, 
y find a very clear and forcible i Ug- 
sinner's salyation. In the character 
of the p , we have the sinner fully and fairly 
repregented ; and in the character of his father, 
| is plainly w oo Laph-g xedc) web and kind re- 
of the Holy One of Israel. No peraon 


{ read this 


| the conduct of the prodi 
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bosom of his father any indignant emotions, or 
make him angry and vengetul and malevolent. 
Like an affectionate father, he gave his s0n the 

rtion of goods that fell to him; and when he 
1%) done this, the poor, deluded youth set out, 
with his imagination highly raiged, in purswit at 
anticipated happiness. He gathered all together 
and went into a far country ; he then commenced 
his routine of dissipation and folly ; he as8ociated 
with the most vile and contemptible of the earth ; 
and, in afvery short, timeythe wasted all his 8ub- 
8tance in riotous living. He became a poor, 
miserable, dissipated fellow ; and, surely, it there 
ever was & person who needed sa]vation, he was 
that very person. But now the question arises, 
from what was he to be s8aved? It was not, 
gurely, from any hostile design in the parent, for 
there was no hostility in the parent's bosom to- 
wards him. It was not from any unmerciful de- 
crees against his life or his happiness, for no 
8uch_decrees had gone forth. It was not from 
any punishment which his sins deserved, for this 
would have been opposed to the demands of jus- 
tice. It was not from his father's wrath and 
curse; no, for when his father 8aw him, although 
a great way off, he ran, and had compassion on 
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. From 
what then was he to be s8aved? He was to be 
8aved from his evil pursuits ; from his vicious 
course of conduct ; from his wicked propensities ; 


from the strong delusions which had possession of 


his mind ; and finally from sin, the most hateful 
enemy of man. He was, indeed, to be 8aved from 
his former-self, and thus become in the scripture 
8ense of the expression, *a new man,” actuated by 
new motives and governed by new principles. In 
the character of a wicked man, he was to be de- 
stroyed, * root and branch} and, by this process, 
was to be made a virtuous and godly man. In this 
way, and by these means, was he to be gaved ; and 
if we do not greatly mistake the meaning of the 
scriptures, in the 8ame way, and by the game 
means, will eyery sinful son and daughter of our 
race be 8aved. - Jehovah who cannot lie hath gpo- 
ken it, and it, must, it will be done. 

Such then was the salvation which the prodigal 
on was to realize, and which he did realize. But 
how degrading .to_ the character of his father is 
that sentiment which supposes him to have been 
an enemy to his 8on, while he was a 8inner! and 
not only degrading, but absolutely unfounded and 
false! His disposition towards him was the 8ame 
.when he was 1n_s far country, and wasting his 
c in riotous living, as when he returned 
[7 humble, penitent child. His ſeelings were not 


the event *with music and danci 
| wer towards higfzon prompt- 
ief and his joy. He Was grieved 
8on was disobedient, because he knew 
it would be UT with him; and rejoiced when he 
bedient, because he knew it would be tell 
Indeed, and in « word, he always had 
of his gon at heart, and was ever anx- 


ious to do Lig his power to promote his pi- 
ness; an | is the disposition of all kind aud 
benevolentÞarents towards their children, wheth- 
er virtuous,or yicious. 

If then®the” father in this parable, represents 
the father of our spirits; and if by his prodigal 
80N, 18 represented the 8inner, we can eavily per- 
ceive what 8alvation 1s, and how it is to be enjoy- 
ed. We can plaiply perceive that there is no 
hostile design, no tremendous vengeance, no * 
wrath and fury, in the bosom of our heavenly 
Parent, from which we are to be 8aved. We can 
discover in him a kind and benevolent disposition 
towards us, even while we are 8inners. And this 
perfectly agrees with what the scriptures every 
where assert—that * God commendeth his love 
towards us in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” It was not because Jehovah 
hated the works of his hands, or was angry with * 
the children of men, that he gave us his only be- 
gotten 8on ; but on the contrary, it was because 
he loved the world ; it was because of his great 
love and kindness towards the creatures which he 
had made ; it was because he had a benevolent 
design in creating them; it was because he was 
determined to save them, and to confer upon them 
eternal life, It would have been a singular cir- 
cumstance indeed, if hatred towards his offspring 
should have prompted the Eternal to have confer- 
red upon them 80 great a good, as that of giving 
them his well beloved Son! In all our intercourse 
with the world, we have never seen hatred oper 
ate in this way ; and we may reasonably presume 
that 1t never did, and never will. It never did, 
and never will 8eek the welfare of the hated ob- 
Ject; but will do all in its power to destroy its 
happiness, and render it miserable. But on the 
other hand, *love worketh no ill to its neigbbor } 
but ever 8eeks to promote his happiness, and to 
do him all the good in its power, We may rest 
assured then, that Jehovah whose very nature is 
love, 8nd whose bowels of compassion are never 
closed, will. forever seek the happiness of man, 
and confer upon them the greatest possible good, 
for © he 1s good unto all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.” C. 6. 


COMMUNICATIONS, 


' [For the Universalist.}] 


EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.—No. HI: 


In this article, I sball speak of Christ as an ex- 
ample for .the preacher of the gospel. It is the 
| opinion of many, and I suppose there is 8ome lit- 
tle foundation for it, that most preachers are 
prone to imitate others who haye rendered them- 
selves noted by their peculiar talents in sermont- * 
zing, and their fascinating eloquence in delivering 
their discourses. I am fully sensible of the fact, 
that many preachers render themselves the sub- 
Jects of much curious conversation, by taking upon | 
them the character of the ape, in endeavoring to 
pattern those men who by their close adher- : 
ance to the dictates of nature, and close improve- | 
ment of cireumstances, have rendered themselves 
noted oro Though a preacher cannot imitate * 
one of his own profession without subjecting him- 
8elf to many 8evere remarks, yet, he ma) | 00g 


as clovely as possible, the mgpner of hi 
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-hout 8ubjecting himself to any cens 
wo who 6 aa friends of Chrigh 

As to the manner of our Lord, that is, as to the 
tones of his voice; the position. of his body ; the 
expres810n of his countenance ; the movement of 
his limbs 3 I have nothing in particular to s8ay. I 
am, however, of the opinion, that in the delivery 
of his discourses, he followed the gimple dictates 
of nature and reagon; and communicated his 
ideas with 80 much clearness, force, beauty and 
pathos, as induced those who listened to the gra- 
cious words which proceeded out of his mouth to 
think that he believed what he spake. For the 
historian informs us, that * the people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine ; for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes.” It 
would be well for every preacher to pursue this 
course ; to enter into the spirit of his 8ubject, and 
bring his doctrine, in all its parts and bearings, 
home to the understandings, hearts, and affections 
of his auditors, in the most natural, easy, and for- 
cible manner. 

We will now notice the example of Christ, as a 
preacher, more particularly. W hat course did he 
pursue ? Did he connive at error? Did he 8eek 
to be popular in the world, by obtaining in every 
possible way, the fayor and countenance of the 
religious leaders of the age ? Did he keep back 
from the world the important truths he was com- 
missioned to proclaim because they were unfash- 
jonable ? Did he neglect the society of the poor, 
to gain the favor of the rich? Did he fear to ex- 
pose error, when he found it among those who 
were regarded as the most devout and holy men 
of the age? Did he avoid calling things by their 
proper names, For fear of mens the feelings 
of thoge who were guilty of immoralities? No, 
no. Far, very far, from this, was the course pur- 
sued by our Lond Then let the minister of the 
gospel go and do likewise. 

We will notice as briefly as possible the his- 
torical account of our Savior's ministerial course. 
His doctrine, and his manner of communicating 
his message, were considered entirely new, Be- 
Ing 8ent by his Father particularly to the house of 
lrael; and being annointed, or instructed by the 
$pirit of truth; and being authorized to introduce 
anew order of things—to point out a new course 
of life for religious people to pursne, he was 
brought in immediate contact with those persons 
who for a long time had seduced the people by 
their dissimulation. But he did not connive at 
their hypoericy, nor 8eek to screen himself from 
their Usapprobation. He denounced the scribes 
and Pharisees, as a set of hypocrites, a generation 
of vipers, and compared them to whited sepulchres, 
and warned the people to beware of their leaven, 
or their doctrines. 

I know that many preachers at the present 
day whom ighly esteem, object,to the using of 


8uch plainness of Speech ; but if the 8ame things |1 


exist now, which existed in the days of our Lord, 
and against which he uttered his fearless voice of 
condemnation, we are 8afe in following his exam- 
ple. We need not be personal. But we 8hould 
©ays call hypocrisy by its proper name, and ex- 
'PO8e 1t In friends as well as in foes. 

; he manner in which. our Lord illustrated his 
as. worthy of our notice and imitation. 

; vas by the-use of similes- with which the 
we vere well acquainted. a 
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ure, from , bounded goodness and love of God, he illustrated 


by an appeal to the shining sun and falling rain. 
God's tender care and 80hcitude for the children 
of men, he impressed upon the minds of his hear- 
ers by an affectionate appeal to the kind and 
tender parent. The nature of his doctrine and 
kingdom, he brought down to the 8eyeral capaci- 
ties of his hearers by the use of 8uch similitudes, 
as they severally understood. For instance, that 
the husbandman might understand him, he likened 
his kingdom to a grain of mustard seed—that the 
merchant might comprehend its nature, he com- 
pared it to a merchant man geeking goodly pearl ; 
that the fisghermen might see its nature, he com- 
pared it to a net; that females might under- 
stand the nature of his kingdom, he likened it to 
leaven which a woman hid in the measures of 
meal, until the whole was leavened. Let the 
= a imitate this trait in the preaching of our 

0 

Again; the Savior associated with all clasges 
in 8ociety. At one time, we find him in the house 
of Simon the Pharisgee at another, eating and 
drinking with publicans and sinners. He ag880- 
ciated with 8sinners, not to partake of their views ; 
but to do them good ; to let his light shine before 
them ; and to win them by his godly conversa- 
tion to virtue and peace. My brethren in the 
ministry, suffer the word of exhortation ; let me 
beseech you to imitate these amiable traits which 
are 80 conspicuous, in the character of the great 
preacher of righteousness., And though by imi- 
tating him we 8ubject ourselves to reproach, let. 
us be comforted by the reflection, that *it is 
enough for the disciple to be as his Master, and 
the 8ervant to be as his Lord.” D. D. $, 


# 


[For the Universalist.] 


WINTER. 


* He giveth a8now like wool; he 8catte-eth the hoar 
frost like ashes. He casteth forth his ice like mor- 


zels; who can 8tand before his cold P'—P$SALM 147: 
16. 17. * 


If the opening brightness of spring, the refresh- 
ing heat of 8ummer, and the richness, and varie- 
gated beauty of autumn speak forth the greatness 
and glory of the All-wise Creator; if his praises 
are heard in the winds of the south that murmur 
through the vallies and among the hills, and awa- 
ken into newness of life the animate and inani- 
mate creation; and his grandeur is displayed in 
the hoarse voice of thunder, and the lightning's - 
vivid flash, or in the rich glow of an gbtumn guy 
get; 80 does his Omnipotence #96 pi 


*. 


forth, when 


Winter reigns upon his icy throne 
Triumphant. ; ” 

To the admirer of nature, 
interest. There is a kind g energy » 
e mind 4. 


and 8vllen tempest ob 

voice from the no 

snows, binding the,-# low: or, a partial 8tandard, 
tering its frozen uggishly,'and-thus come to a 
lings of man, a before they arrive at the close 
est, withering they,who are!80;filled with lopg- 
and clot\-Piritual good; that,they*go on improv- 
8pread© end of their days Ware. *© 
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bosom of his father any indignant emotions, or | ious to do * his power to promote his happi- 
make him angry and vengetul and maleyolent. |ness ; an | is the disposition of all kind aud 
Like an affectionate father, he gave his 80n the | benevolentÞParents towards their children, wheth-. 

rtion of goods that fell to him ; and when he | er virtuous,or yicious. 
had done this, the poor, deluded youth set out, | If thenhhe father in this parable, represents 
with his imagination highly raiged, 10 purswit at | the father of "our Spirits; and if by his prodigal 
anticipated happiness. He gathered all together | 80n, is represented the 8inner, we can eavily per- 
and went into a far country ; he then commenced | ceive what 8alvation is, and how it is to be enjoy- 
his routine of dissipation and folly ; he associated | ed. We can plainly perceive that there is no 
with the most vile and contemptible of the earth ; | hostile design, no tremendous vengeance, no * 
and, in avery short timeythe wasted all his 8ub- | wrath and fury, in the bosom of our heavenly 
8tance in Tiotous living. He became a poor, | Parent, from which we are to be 8aved. We can 
miserable, dissipated fellow ; and, surely, if there | discover in him a kind and benevolent disposition 
ever was & person who needed sa]vation, he was | towards us, even while we are sinners. And this 
that very person. But now the question arises, | perfectly agrees with what the scriptures every 
from what was he to be saved? Jt was not, | where assert—that * God commendeth his love 
8urely, from any hostile design in the parent, for | towards us in that, while we were yet sinners, 
there was no hostility in the parent's bosom to- | Christ died for us.” It was not because Jehovah 
wards him. It was not from any unmercitul de- | hated the works of his hands, or was angry with 
crees against his life or his happiness, for no | the children of men, that he gave us his only be- 
8uch_ decrees had gone forth. It was not from | gotten 8on ; but on the contrary, it was because 
any punishment which his sins deserved, for this | he loved the world; it was because of his great 
would have been opposed to the demands of jus- | love and kindness towards the creatures which he 
tice. It was not from his father's wrath and | had made; it was because he had a benevolent 
curse; no, for when his father 8aw him, although | design in creating them; it was because he was 
a great way off, he ran, and had compassion on ' determined to save them, and to confer upon them 
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. From [eternal life. It would have been a singular cir- 
what then was he to be s8aved? He was to be | cumstance indeed, if hatred towards his offspring 
8aved from his evil pursuits ; from his vicious | should have prompted the Eternal to have confer- 
course of conduct ; from his wicked propenstties ; | red upon them 80 great a good, as that of giving 
from the strong delusions which had possession of | them his well beloved Son ! In all our intercourse 
his mind ; and finally from sin, the most hateful | with the world, we have never seen hatred oper 
enemy of man. He was, indeed, to be saved from | ate in this way ; and we may reasonably presume 
his former-self, and thus become in the scripture | that it never did, and never will. It never did, 
gense of the expression, *a new man,' actuated by | and never will seek the welfare of the hated ob- 
new motives and governed by new principles. In |ject; but will do all in its power to destroy its 
the character of a wicked man, he was to be de- | happiness, and render it miserable. But on the 
stroyed, * root and branch; and, by this process, | other hand, *love worketh no ill to its neigbbor; 
was to be made a virtuous and godly man. In this | but ever 8eeks to promote his happiness, and to 
way, and by these means, was he to be 8aved ; and | do him. all the <1 in its power, We may rest 
if we do not greatly mistake the meaning of the | assured then, that Jehovah whose very nature is 
scriptures, in the sgame way, and by the game] love, and whose bowels of compassion are never 
means, will eyery sinful son and daughter of our | closed, will. forever seek the happiness of man, 
race be 8aved. - Jehovah who cannot lie hath 8po- | and confer upon them the greatest possible good, 
ken it, and it must, it will be done. for * he is good unto all, and his tender mercies 

Such then was the salvation which the prodigal | are over all his works.” C. 6. 
on "ay to race bas Ye he " rogues, ut VECTOR 
how ing .to the character of his father 1s | 
that SF mene. which supposes him to have been poaleked#oivnn ofipwcttn 
an enemy to his 8on, while he was a 8inner! and : 
" only Jegracung; but cans uo onſanded and [For the Universalist.] 

ge! His disposition towards him was the 8ame \ 
when he was 1n a far country, and wasting his EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.—No. HI: 
| ce in riotous living, as when he returned | In this article, I sball speak of Christ as an ex- 
a humble, penitent child. His feelings were not | ample for . the preacher of the gospel. It is the 
I readily grant in both cases the 8ame, for when | opinion of many, and I suppose there is some lit- 
his 8on forsook his peaceful home and gave him- |tle foundation for it, that most preachers are 
gelf up to the allurements of the world, he was | prone to imitate others who haye rendered them- | 
grieved for his folly, and most a he lamented |selves noted by their peculiar talents in 8ermonl- | 
the indiscretion of his choice ; an4 whea he re- | zing, and their fascinating eloquence in delivering 
turned from his prodigal course of Niving, and was | their discourses. I am fully sensible of the fact, 
determined upon better practies, he was glad an&| that many preachers render themselves the sub- 
reed, and could not resist the h2mptation of | jects of much curious conversation, by taking upon 
celebrating the event * with music and dancing.” | them the character -of the ape, in endeavoring to 
But the 8ame CO towards higjzon prompt- | pattern those men who by their close adher- 
ed both his grief and his joy. He Was grieved | ance to the dictates of nature, and.close improve- | 
when his 8on_ was disobedient, because he knew | ment of cireumstances, have rendered themselves | 
it would be U with him; and rejoiced when. he | noted oratorg, Though a preacher cannot imitate 
was, 0 * Maes hey mou wage be vol on of his own profession without subjecting him- 
with him. Indeed, and in a w ways self to many 8evere remarks, yet, he may pattern 
the welfare of bis son at heart, and was ever anx- | as closely % pos8ible, the apr of h Tater, 
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without 8ubjecting himself to any censure, from , bounded goodness and love of God, 


those who are the true friends of Chr 

As to the manner of our Lord, that is, as to the 
tones of his voice; the position of his body ; the 
expression of his countenance ; the movement of 
his limbs ; I have nothing in particular to say. I 
an, however, of the opimon, that in the delivery 
of his discourses, he followed the simple dictates 
of nature and reason; and communicated his 
ideas with 80 much clearness, force, beauty and 
pathos, as induced those who listened to the gra- 
cious words which proceeded out of his mouth to 
think that he believed what he spake. For the 
historian informs"us, that * the people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine ; for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes.” It 
would be well for every preacher to pursue this 
course ; to enter into the spirit of his 8ubject, and 
bring his doctrine, in all its parts and bearings, 
home to the understandings, hearts, and affections 
of his auditors, in the most natural, easy, and for- 
cible manner. 

We will now notice the example of Christ, as a 
preacher, more particularly. W hat course did he 
pursue ? Did he connive at error? Did he 8eek 
to be popular in the world, by obtaining in every 
possible way, the fayor and countenance of the 
religious leaders of the age? Did he keep back 
from the world-the important truths he was com- 
missioned to proclaim because they were unfash- 
ionable ? Did he neglect the 8ociety of the poor, 
to gain the favor of the rich ? Did he fear to ex- 
pose error, when he found it among those who 

were regarded as the most devout and holy men 
of the age ? Did he avoid calling things by their 

proper names, For fear of ing the feelings 
of those who were guilty of immoralities? No, 
no, Far, very far, from this, was the course pur- 
zued by our ' hor Then let the minister of the 
gospel go and do likewise. 

We will notice as briefly as possible the his- 
torical account of our Savior's ministerial course. 
His doctrine, and his manner of communicating 
his message, were considered entirely new, Be- 
ng sent by his Father particularly to the house of 
lrael; and being annointed, or instructed by the 
$pirit of truth ; and being authorized to introduce 
anew order of things—to point out a new course 
of life for religious people to pursue, he was 
brought in immediate contact with thoge persons 
ho for a long time had seduced the people by 
their dissimulation.- But he did not connive at 
their hypoericy, nor s8eek to screen himself from 
their disapprobation. He denounced the scribes 
and Pharisees, as a set of hypocrites, a generation 
of vipers, and compared them to whited sepulchres, 
and warned the people to beware of their leaven, 
or their doctrines. 

I know that many preachers at the present 
day whom 
8ch plainness of gpeech ; but if the 8ame things 
exist now, which existed in the days of our Lord, 


and against which he uttered his fearless voice of 


condemnation, we are 8afe in following his exam- 
ple. We need not be personal. But we should 
Always call hypocrisy by its proper name, and ex- 
-PO8e 1t in friends as well as in foes. 
: he manner in which. our Lord illustrated his 
\octring is worthy of our notice and imitation. 
t was by the-use of similes. with which the 
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ighly esteem, object,to the using of 


he illustrated 
y an appeal to the shining sun and falling rain. 
God's tender care and 80hcitude for the children 
of men, he umpressed upon the minds of his hear- 
ers by an aftectionate appeal to the kind and 
tender parent. 'The nature of his doctrine and 
kingdom, he brought down to the several capaci- 
ties of his hearers by the use of such similitudes, 
as they severally understood. For instance, that 
the husbandman might understand him, he likened 
his kingdom to a grain of 'mustard seed—that the 
merchant might comprehend its nature, he com- 
pared it to a merchant man geeking goodly pearl ; 
that the fighermen might see its nature, he com- 
pared it to a net; that females might under- 
stand the nature of his kingdom, he likened it to 
leaven which a woman-hid in the measures of 
meal, until the whole was leavened. Let the 
Joe ng imitate this trait in the preaching of our 
Lord. 

Again; the Savior associated with all classes 
in 8ociety. At one time, we find him in the house 
of Simon the Pharisee at another, eating and 
drinking with publicans and sinners. He ag80- 
ciated with s8inners, not to partake of their views ; 
but to do them good ; to let his light shine before 
them; and to win them by his godly conversa- 
tion to virtue and peace. My brethren in the 
ministry, suffer the word of exhortation ; let me 
beseech you to imitate these amiable traits which 
are 80 conspicuous, in the character of the great 
preacher of righteousness. And though by imi- 
tating him we 8ubject ourselves to reproach, let. 
us be comforted by the reflection, that *it is 
enough for the disciple to be as his Master, and 
the servant to be as his Lord.” D. D. $. 


, 


[For the Universalist.] 


WINTER. 
* He giveth anow like wool; he 8catte-eth the hoar 

Frost like ashes. He casteth forth his ice like mor- 

- 4 en: can 8stand before his cold P—PSALM 147: 

If the opening brightness of spring, the refresh- 
ing heat of 8summer, and the richness, and varie- 
gated beauty of autumn speak forth the greatness 
and glory of the All-wise Creator; if his praises 
are heard in the winds of the south that murmur 
through the vallies and among the hills, and awa- 
ken into newness of life the animate and inani- 
mate creation; and his grandeur is displayed in 
the hoarse voice of thunder, and the lightning's - 
vivid flash, or in the rich glow of an ghtumn 8uy<7 
get; 80 does his Omnipotence and mnajesty 
forth, when 


Winter reigns upon his icy throne 
Triumphant. | 

To the admirer of nature,, 
interest. There is a kind 
its reign that fills the 
holy thoughts, and can 
the winds in his hand, 
and 8vullen tempest 
voice from the noi 
8nows, binding thi 
tering its froze 
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and holding in stern defiance the gentle on 
of the king of day ; in all this it speaks to hi 
-who hears, in a far deeper and more reverberating 
tone than that of the 8ofter scasons of birds and 
flowers. 

{The blast of the north is on the plain, the 
traveller sinks in the midst of his journey.” The 
fierce winds howl his lonely requiem, and. the 
clear white mantle of 8now becomes his winding- 
sheet and tomb ! 'The friendless, houseless, wan- 
derer roams abroad, shivering, comfortless and 
wan, with no protector, 8ave Him, who *tempers 
*the wind to the shorn lamb.” The prosperous and 
"Sodlthy are 8ecure from the ravages without, safe 
by the friendly fire-side, where perhaps the evils 
of suffering humanity are too often dreamed of, 
onlyto be"again forgotten. - 

Nor is the presence of winter confined to the 
mountain and the plain. tt rejgnsan allits 8tern- 
ness on the SCa- irt Shore, and amid the 'wide 
waste of waters. = Its Bice "<omes to the mariner, 
as he pursues his ; trackless * way, and bids him pre- 
pare for the rude”: enevunter' *of- the s8torm.'* * The 
8ea roars, and Ss -"'The angry 
8urges lash the *liffs, and fling their foaming 
heads against the ocean-sky 3 . 

- And darkness reigns—and gloom, and eullen fear, * 
A mighter #pirit. than of man is here ! 

Now the tempest dies. - Dark clouds roll away 
and lose themselves. in the southern sky, and the 
clear, blue evening: canopy above_looks forth: on 
the great bosom of the deep.*” The stars are ghin- 
ing in beauty, like 'angel's . thrones ' in happier 
spheres, and tell of the 'glory of -Him * who bring- 
eth out their hosts by number.” Wondrous scene ! 
How fair, but coldly fair, for winter's breath re- 
mains ! : \ 

But the spring 8s all. appear. , » The zephyrs ' of 
April, and the ir of appr Shall: ho pepbyr the 
earth, and joy and life shall return updn the face 
of creation. Sacred emblem of: mati's immortal- 
ity! The winter of death shall come upon him, 
and behold him consigned to the cheerless grave. 
But be shall not sleep there ; for the approach of 
an eternal: spring shall break his noiseless slum- 
ber, and he shall come forth clad in freshness and 
beau 3 a Child of God, a 80n of the RegorREc- 
Tron! J. 6G. A. 
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OF THE HIS! HISTORY OF A WIDOW. 


And = pr when I _—_ I = happy, 
oy unspeakable, uU 
flor FEKnoN ON * ac this one thing, Mary, that 
. þ os 157? 'O, what & mixture off 
:  gensations does this name 
ago I would call myself 
nc w7 thing sooner.than 
d a Sanl-hke bitterness' 
muted denomination of 
me was « loathing and| fain 
p? I knew them not. 
igh to understand 
{bad people, Ccon- 
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; ; would have 
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n the first bland lisp of 
I | an innocent chil 
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was & tlie. FPIEY he denied a belief in tot! 
| depravigh and miraculous conversion ; 3 and of: 
course was not a communicaut at our table, Our: 
pastor told us that God hated the unconverteq 
with a fearful hatred, and that it was our duty gg 
his children to follow his example, - But though] 
believed impheitly every word he 8aid, I found] 
could not exactly exercise- this exalted disinter. 
estedness towards my -husband, though I succeed. 
ed pretty well in regard to my other graceles; 
friends. I had been unfashionable enough to 
marry for love, and it is not @ very easy thing ty 
convert pure and fervent love into perfect hatred, 
you know. But the hour of trial came, as it must 
g8ometime or other "to all—the hour of deep and 
80u]l-searching trial, My huzsband was on his 
death-bed, and 'my only child, my sweet little 
William, lay pale and gasping beside him; priegts 
and deacons, 8tood around ; hymns were 8ung; 
prayers offered up and many questions asked, 
;- *Was he willing to become one of the accurse( 
for the glory of God” I begged on my knees 
that he would*say yes. O, the Papal blindness; 
I cannot now: help shuddering at the recollection 
of that scene of unfeeling mockery.-+ He ansyer- 
ed with bitterness, that he would give no glory to 
the being who could make 8uch cruel and extray- 
agant demands. They gave him ,over. © He wi. 
a lost impenitent ! -T'wo newly made graves were 
Seen in our burying ground. 'I was there, 1 ant! 
between them in a state bordering on 'insanity, 
They were the garners in which were ' hoardel' 
and locked up my soul's only treasures my earthly 
hopes were 'all buried there,” But when Þ looked 
beyond the grave, then the rankled, the barbel 
arrow of - my heart's centre flung its acute poIs0l 
through every 'fibre of my writhing frame. 0, 
heavens; I would/have given world for a few mo- 
ments of. unconsciougness, but it could” not be; 
the dreadful picture was shadowed forth upon the 
retina "of my mind, with” frightful- distinctnes 
They were then in the realms ———Pairfield ha 
told of a voice, an *awful yoice, that has no breath) 
that voice 'I heard; it moaned through the long: 
reedy grass; it mingled its s0bbings, with the at: 
tumn winds, and its words, alas! they were 'etorny. 
geparation !! I buried my burning temples amo 
the sere leaves, and. prayed in my delifiv N. A 
wretchedness, to go down, even down to the halls 
of misery with my loved and lost. + Mary, hi 
thou ever in thy dreams, found thyself standin 
upon the extreme verge of some odd precpith 
with an unfathomable depth below, and impassad 
rocks above? 'Thy footing gave way, and thou 
wert falling, but the arr of some beautiful pint 
caught thee/up-and carried thee far away to tht 
ind of ind flowers, bright rainbow Seadon | 
flitted 2 the transparent air; soft ands 
very tones ane: oh with wolian 8weetyess upon tif 
low breeze, amd small deep voice of peace ans 
_ fell like drops of distilling myrr in 
heart. 'Then mayest thou | imagine fog gy 
) the thrilling, bligsful ecstacy which per 
= my mind when' the sunshine of "impart 
grace first dawned upon its clouded faculties. | 
came from I know not where, that clear voil 
but it breathed the accents of heaven, the swe 
warm, thrill ornew of holier spheres ; it w# 
like the soft whispering of ws Alm blue lips , 
waging ove e li 
The burthen of its bymn V 
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en on the face of every living thing in ntare, | 
and from nothing has it been erased, except from 

the heart of proud imperious man, - * God 1s Jove;” 

L heard it, I 8aw it, I could be nothing but a Uni- 

yersalist. 

[am now an alien in the home of my youth, my 
friends have forgotten me, for I believe that * God 
is love'—but shall these alienations, slanders, and 
perzecutions make. me unhappy? No; these 
words are my talisman, they are more than the 
weilth of worlds to me. 

Tears are in thy eyelids, my gentle friend, thou 
dost got, Iike others, scorn and despise the mour- 
ner's sorrows, and indeed 8houldst thou, I could 
only pity thee, for 48 not God a God of love ? and 
am not [ an Uniyersalist ! J. H. K. 

Shes,equin , Pa. 


[From Whitman's Village Sermons.] 


EXCUSE FOR NEGLECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

The fourth and last excuse which I shall exam- 
ine is this; the want of an inclination. Some 
persons are heard to express themselves in the 
following terms, We pay our proportion for the 
81pport of *public worship. We molest none in 
the enjoyinent of their religious s8entiments. We 
attend-church when we feel disposed. Andif we 
absent ourselves most.of the time, it is no one's 
business. If you were at sea, and observed a 
yes8el fast approaching the- fatal rocks, with the 
captain and crew sound asleep, 8hould you not 
fzel it your duty to awaken the slumberers, and 
warnthem of their danger? Certainly, responds 
every feeling heart. But, exclajims the awaken- 


el 82amen, the vessel is our own, the cargo 1s our 


own, our lives are our own, and what business 
had you to disturb owr repose? If we please to 
truzt ourselves to the- mercy -of the winds and 
waves and rocks,” it is no”one's* business. But, 
817 the benevolent, we performed this act of kind- 
ness from the. best of motives ; solely for. your 
good. And when you realize your danger as 8en- | 
5|bly az. we do, you will feel - truly grateful for 
rour deliverance, OO. 56,” 8 
Now this is precisely the answer which obedi- 
ent christians.should give to those who offer this 
excuse of  indisposition for. religious exercises. 
e give you, my friends, this advice and exhor- 
tation 'solely for your happiness. We know as 
ny as experience and observation can teach 
us, that by absenting yourselves from christian 
vorship, you deprive yourselves of one of the 
purest s8ources of earthly felicity. -You set an 
example which you would lament to see followed 
by your families and friends and neighbors. You 
are forming habits which give you no s8atisfaction, 
even.at the present moment, . but which will Tie 
you the most bitter fruits in_ 8easons of trouble 
d affliction, This. we profess- to know as cer- 
tanly as yol know that the sleeping mariners 
vere 1h danger of shipwreck ; for t these effects 
have almost *invariably followed these canes. 
And we als believe that by living in impenitence 
and irreligion, you will not be prepared for heay- 
enly happiness, And shall we not endeavor to 
awaken you to a 8ense of your danger ?.. Shall we 
dt 8trive to induce you to regard your true inter- 
both for thile-and eternity? And should.yon 
* aronsed to a regnlar and hearty performance of 
your duties, you will 80on experience the safety 


and comfort.and happiness of a religious course. 


and- higheet measure. 
things must be *in you and abound.* The Mgher 
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In hours of trial you will find 8vpport in your 

ristian integrity and purity and hopes. And 
when your eyes shall be closing on all earthly ob- 
jects, the last words that shall tremble on your 
tongues, will be expressions of gratitude for your 
christian consolations and prospects. 

But this is not all. Every person is answerable 
for his example. And if one may neglect public 
worship for a slight excuse, then may all, and thus 
an end would be made to the religious observance 
of the 8abbath, Who then would be the sufferers 
Not the clergy alone. as gome seem to imagine. 
They are generally persons of svfficient resources 
to enable them to secure & hvelihood in some 
other employment. 'The people, the great mass 
of the people, would be the principal snfferers. 
Yes; visit those places in our own country where 
the 8abbath is disregarded, and what do you find 
the state of society ? All who are acquainted with 
such places know very well that svnday is made 
a day of business or pleasure or dissipation ; that 
the education of the rising- generation is grossly 
neglected ; that poverty is gainin And. ; that 
open immorality is increasing with rapid strides. 
Take a 8urvey of the world, and you will be con- 
vinced that where christian -institutions are best 
8upported, there is the most intelligence, good- 
ness, happiness. Should the time ever arrive 
when our temples of worship shall be demolished 
or deserted, that time will find us an ignorant, de- 
graded, enslaved people. Let every one then 
look well to his own example. And, my friends, 
let me say to you all, never be kept from the house 
of prayer and instruction by any causes which 
would not detain you from engagements of busi- 
ness and pursuits of pleasure. 


STANDARD OF. RELIGIOUS CHARACTER. 


Be on your guard, therefore, from the firstyy 
against setting your mark to low. Do not allow 
yonrself.to be persuaded that any thing less is 
Religion, or will answer for you, than its complete 
Remember that these 


you aim, the higher you will reach ; butif content 
with a low aim, you will forever fall short. The 
8criptural word is Perfection. Strive after that. 
Never be s8atisfied while 8hort of it, and-then you 
will be always-improving. - But if you set yourself 
30me definite measure of goodness, if. you pre- 
scribe to yourself , 80me limit in devotion and , 
love, ? $4 will by and by-fancy-you have reached 
it, and thus will remain stationary in a condition 
far below what you might have attained. Re- 
member always, that you are capable of being 
more deyout, more charitable, more humble, more 
devoted and earnest in doing good, better ac- 
quainted with religious truth; and that, as it is 
impossible there shonld be any. perigd to the pro- 
gress of the human soul, s0 it is impossible that 
the endeavor of the s8onl ehould be too exalted. 
It is because men do not think of this, ax do not 
practically apply it, that 80 many, even of those 
who intend to govern themselyes by religious mo- 
tives, re main 80 lamentably deficient in excel- 
lence, They adopt a low: or a partial 8tandard, 
and strive after it s}upgishly,'and'thus come to a 
period in religion before they arrive at the- close 
of life. Happy they,who are:!80;filled with long- 
ings after 8piritual - good; that,they go on improv- 
ing to the end of their days«— Ware. * 
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| TO L. P. 


[For the Universalist.] 


THE MOTHER'S PRAYER. 
Occasioned by the sudden death of two children. 


Fhe ill thy mighty hand inflicts, 

Lord give my weakness strength to bear ; 
And wheno my soul is rent with grief, 

And double sorrows bring despair, 
Still may I find, each seeming wrong, 

Thy holy spirit can repair. 


While yet my heart was bleeding fresh, 

By cruel death's sharp arrow torn, 
And for a tender infant son, 

I ceased not for an hour to mourn, 
Another, from my fond embrace, 

A dear, and elder child was borne. 


O God ! this last affliction lies 
Within this wretched heart so deep, 
In vain wrecked reason strives to rise, 
And lull thestorm of woe to sleep; 
Distraction seizes on my brain, 


With fierce and overwhelming sweep. 
* . * * * 


Lord spare my dear remaining babes, 
Nor bid the cruel foe destroy ; 

O in this ſond, yet sinking heart, 
May they re-light the lamp of joy. 

Not happiness alone I ask, 
Nor pleasure without sad alloy; 


But faith and hope to calm my breast, 
And pure religion's soothing ray. 

Resigned to all thy love inflicts, 
Teach me, submissively, to say; 

The Lord my God, each blessing gives, 
Fhe Lord hath right to take away. 


Jan. 1st. 1833. 


HOUR OF PRAYER. 
BY DR. THOMAS GRAY, JR. 


When daylight dawns, and rosy morning 
Hangs trembling o'er the waters dim, 
With trusting love our hearts adorning, 
” Weraise to Thee our omg yes. 
We come—we come—the thanks that glow 
All warm and free, 
In grateful hearts, we whisper low 
To Thee—to Thee. 
Be till each idle thought, nor dare 
Disturb the sacred hour of prayer. 


DxAR $1R :—Our remissness in replying to your friend. 
ly note demands an apology ; but we have none to offer in. 
less a multiplicity of avocations will pass for one. We 
did intend, however, at the time of is8ving our pledge, to 
have redeemed it before this; but evennow a word or two 
must 8ufftice. You will please to accept our thanks for the 
respectful, and even flattering terms in which you speak of 
our infant publication. No pains, we assure you, will be 
spared to make the Universalist worthy of the patronage 
of an enlightened and liberal public, and acceptable to 
every man of taste and 8ound, religious sentiments. With 
respect to polemic theology, its style and course will be 
those which truth usually-pursues, one about equidistant 
from the sectarian extremes of those who embrace the same 
genera] system of faith. It will aim to be the organ of no 

arty in the general order of Universalists; but to speak 
in a tone, to breathe a spirit, and to exhibit a character in 
strict accordance with its desiguating title—The Universa- 
list, How far the conductors of it will be able to 8ucceed 
in their endeavors to carry these designs into execution, 
tune and cireumstances must determine. All they can ay 
is, on their own part, they will shrink ſrom no exertions 
which may appear favorable to their accomplishment. But 
we are exceeding our bounds and must hasten to answer - 
your inguiries. ©* Why, you ask, have I not 8een nor heard 
of this publication till very recently ® We reply, the rea- 
s0n will probably be found in a combination” of peculiar 
and accidental circumstances. The work has been noticed, 
we believe, by all the periodicals in our denamination, over 
thirty numbers had been 188vued when your note was writ- 
ten, and many hundreds are circulated weekly through the 
country. e agree with you, therefore, tbat * it is pass- 
ing 8trange that you should not till 8 lately have known it 
had a being.*” We are, however, glad that you have at 
length obtained the knowledge of this fact, and especial| 
80, that it meets your approbation and support. The to. 
lar in advance for the first volume was very acceptable. 
Agreeably to your direction we have forwarded the back 
numbers, and shall not fail to be punctual in sending the 
residue as they shall be published. There are hundreds, 
and no doubt thousands, who will imitate your example as 
800N as they become acquainted with the existence, char- 
acter and merits of the work. Any assistance which you 
can, without too much inconvenience to yourself, render us 
in extendidg a knowledge of our publication will be grate- 
fully acknowledged. ould each subscriber make some 
little exertion in the same way, he would no doubt couſer 
an es8ential ſavor upon the cause of truth. 

2. © It has been hinted that the Universalist was got up 
in opposition to an an older periodical in the neighborhood 
of it. Is this true ? We answer, it is not. It is anet- 
tire mistake. A more groundless © hint* was never ciret- 
lated. The Universalist © was got up in opposition' t0 
nothing but ignorance and error. It was thought by thowe * 
who commenced the enterprise, that a work of the kivd 


might occupy ground not cultivated directly by older and | 
larger publications, and thereby contribute some desirable | 
aid to the combined efforts for religious improvement vf - 
which the age is distinguished ; and the result has | 


Yes ! pray; though tempests darkning Jower, 
More firm our trust in Heaven shall be; 
For He willrule the wildest hour, 


And hush to peace the stormiest sea. 
We come—we come—in trusting prayer, 
And love sincere ; 
Be still, each doubt, each earthly care, 
Each anxious ſear ; 
For ocean trembles at His will, 
Who bade its zounding waves, * Be still.” 


And pray when crimson flowers are sleeping, 
Lulled by the bee's soft hum to rest; 
Pray when the evening star is keeping 
er silent watch o'er ocean's breast. 
O ! pray—before thine eyelids close, 
| n silence pray ; 
For He will guar thy 8oft repose, 


Dwight, by day. 
And Wl rning gilds the sea, 
Turn we, as tui the flowers, to Thee. 


Y "MARRIED. 
Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Frederick J. Ordway and 
Miss Cynthia C. Pinkham. | 
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that their impressions were well founded. 

3. With respect to your last inquiry, we shall say but | 
a word, You ask, © Is the work permanently establisbed 
Will it go on, or will it be discontinued at tbe end of the | 
present volume ? We reply that so far as human arrange 
ment and foresight can secure the of any thing, | 
the Universalist is a permanently established periodical,” 
Of its discontinuance its friends and wa need e 

I ED 


tertain noa nN8. 

' CONVENTION SERMONS. 
JoST received and for sale at the Office of the Univer- | 

salist, 29 Cornbill. - Siz Sermons delivered at tht | 
General Convention of Universalists, at its A 
Session, in Concord, N. H. on the 19th and 20th & 
Sepember 1832. Bo 4 | 

—ALSO—— he j 

Univeraaliem Defended by L. R. PAGE. 

Feb. 27, 1833. ; \ 
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